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Commissioner Lisa Piercey 

Tennessee Department of Health 

710 James Robertson Parkway 

Nashville, TN 37243 

 

CC: Governor Bill Lee 

State Capitol, First Floor 

600 Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37243 

      

July 13, 2021 

 

Commissioner Piercey: 

 

I am writing to you as legal director of the Center for Inquiry (CFI), an educational 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization that promotes reason, science, freedom of inquiry, and humanist values. A 

particular focus of ours is the importance of science-based medicine, which includes recognition 

of the incredible advances in public health that vaccinations have brought with them. 

I was therefore appalled to see that your Department of Health had terminated Dr. Michelle Fiscus, 

the state’s top immunization official for doing her job as an advocate for life-saving vaccinations. 

As we, as a nation, seek to emerge from the ravages of a pandemic which has infected over thirty-

four million Americans and killed over 607,000, we have been presented with a silver bullet, 

thanks to the outstanding work of medical and pharmaceutical professionals. There are not one but 

several safe and incredibly effective vaccines for covid-19.  

The efficacy of these vaccines is undeniable. An opinion piece in yesterday’s Washington Post 

noted that “99.5 percent of all covid-19 related deaths in the United States occur among 

unvaccinated people; 0.5 percent of covid deaths occur among vaccinated people.”1 If we are to 

beat the pandemic, we should be getting the vaccine to as many people as possible. The role of 

state government is to protect and defend the citizens of the state. It is a simple truth that the best 

way to do that in Tennessee at the moment is to encourage people to be vaccinated. 

Yet this is the offense for which Dr. Fiscus was fired. She informed medical providers that a 

Tennessee Supreme Court decision from thirty-four years ago noted that teenagers who could 

demonstrate the maturity to give informed consent had a right to receive medical care even without 

parental consent. She informed doctors of the rights of their patients. And for that offense, she lost 

her job, and Tennesseans lost a great advocate for public health. 

                                                           
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/07/12/gop-cpac-covid-anti-vaxxers-increase-american-
deaths/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_opinions&utm_campaign=wp_opinions&fbclid=
IwAR2Mg-QnEuX-fLPbPC3Di6hXgEs_ep9SakMUdOXxku39r-ok7aaajJskKXs 
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Now we know that the assault on vaccinations isn’t limited to the firing of an official for reminding 

medical providers of the constitutional rights of their patients. Dr. Fiscus reports in her letter that 

the Tennessee Department of Health has halted “ALL vaccination outreach for children.” As she 

notes, there will be no messaging to the 30,000 Tennessee parents whose children didn’t receive a 

measles vaccine because of the pandemic, all at a time when pseudoscientific anti-vaccination 

misinformation is leading to a resurgence of that once-defeated disease in the United States.2 

As you well know, vaccines work. The covid vaccines work. We implore you to stop treating this 

situation as a political battle, and instead look to the health and safety of all Tennesseans and all 

Americans. Dr. Fiscus was fired for doing her job, trying to get as many Tennesseans as possible 

vaccinated. She must be allowed to return to her position and her work, and those seeking to spread 

the lies and misinformation about this life-saving medical intervention must, instead, be exposed 

as the charlatans that they are. 

 

Sincerely, 

     

Nicholas J. Little, Esq.     

Vice President and General Counsel, Legal Director     

Center for Inquiry, Inc.     

nlittle@centerforinquiry.org 

(202) 734-6494     

 

                                                           
2 https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html 
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