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1. THEOLOGICAL CONVICTION
The planter aligns with Sojourn Network’s statement of faith and doctrinal distinctives. He is reformed, 
baptistic, complementarian, connectional, continuationist, and committed to planting an elder-led church 
that practices plurality. For a more complete reading list on our theological convictions, please click here. 

❏ I agree with all the beliefs outlined in Sojourn Network’s statement of faith. 

2.  HOLISTIC VISION
The planter believes that all theology is practical and all practice is theological. His conviction is consistent 
with the theological position of Sojourn Network consisting of a whole vision for the whole gospel, the 
whole church, the whole world, and the whole person (see Sojourn Network’s theological vision, North 
Star). The planter articulates a missional urgency for the holistic restoration of a geography and its people. 
Embracing a theology of presence, he is convinced that he and his church are in the city/region for the 
glory of God and the good of that city/region (see Beyond Charity by Nathan Ivey). In whatever ways 
possible, he is committed to cultivate multi-ethnic, multi-generational, multi-gender, and multi-class 
environments.

❏ I agree with Sojourn Network’s Theological Vision for holistic ministry. 

❏ More than any other reason, I desire to plant churches because people need the gospel. 

❏ I desire to plant churches that, in whatever ways possible, will be committed to cultivating multi-eth-

nic, multi-generational, multi-gender, and multi-class environments. 

❏ I desire to plant churches that will love the poor and work hard to disciple them out of poverty. 

3. GATHERED/SCATTERED MINISTRY PHILOSOPHY
The planter believes that God has purposed to advance his kingdom by using all of Christ’s people to sat-
urate geographies with gospel presence and proclamation. Thus, he is committed to the faithful gathering 
(expository preaching, liturgical worship, hospitality, membership, etc.) and the faithful scattering (com-
munity groups, discipling relationships, mercy ministry, church planting, etc.) of God’s people to serve 
and reach their community. 

❏ In my local church, I am committed to the faithful gathering (expository preaching, liturgical worship, 
hospitality, membership, etc.) and the faithful scattering (community groups, discipling relationships, 
mercy ministry, church planting, etc.) of God’s people to serve and reach their community. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0v33n05jzmq3l4m/SojournNetworkDoctrinalDistinctives.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cvd30pqt3nkd6qb/Network%20Book_Article%20List.pdf?dl=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4Y0Db5TXrKOMVFYWTQtRm9ZZms
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4Y0Db5TXrKOMVFYWTQtRm9ZZms
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e6a8329687f9f7c2681d0/1477339786335/Beyond+Charity.pdf
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4. MULTIPLICATION MINDSET
Having a conviction about gospel saturation, a robust ecclesiology, and God’s chosen instruments to ac-
complish gospel-expansion, the planter seeks to multiply disciples and churches. He understands redemp-
tive history and his God-given place within it, and he seeks to obey the great commission in his personal 
example and does the work of an evangelist (2 Tim. 4: 5; see Being a Gospel Witness by Daniel Montgom-
ery). In his evangelistic and discipleship fervor, he is devoted to and dependent upon the Lord, knowing that 
the results are in the Father’s hands (see A Theology of Church Multiplication by Jamin Stinziano). 

❏ I am committed to multiplying disciples and evangelizing those who do not know Jesus.  

5. SPIRITUAL VITALITY 
The planter has a clear love for Jesus. The fruit of the Spirit is growing and evident in his life and there are 
clear marks of a growing dependence upon the Holy Spirit. His character is marked by faithfulness to the 
Lord and a commitment to pursue him intimately. He actively engages with God through the Scriptures, 
prayer, and other spiritual-disciplines. His life—physical, emotional, sexual, financial, rhythms of work and 
rest (see Why Retreat? by Mike Cosper on Why Retreat) etc.—reflects this vibrancy and others appear to 
be spiritually provoked by him. 

❏ I regularly and actively cultivate a vital and healthy spiritual life, marked by a love for Jesus, His Word, 
his people (the church), and a gospel-saturated life that reflects this vibrancy. 

❏ To my knowledge, others appear to be encouraged and spiritually provoked by my life as a Christian. 

6.  HUMILITY
The planter is self-aware, knowing both his strengths and weaknesses. He embraces his dignity as an im-
age-bearer and seeks to live out his calling in service to Christ and others. He does not think of himself too 
highly, nor is there contrived self-deprecation. He is teachable, and therefore knows the need for others to 
speak into his life. He believes in the essentiality of plurality (see The Plurality Dashboard: 4 indicators For 
Inspecting the Health of a Plurality by Dave Harvey) and therefore receives affirmation, direction, correc-
tion, and criticism in a healthy way. 

❏ I am self-aware, able to articulate my strengths and weaknesses clearly. 

❏ I humbly work in collaboration with others and plan to do so with other leaders in my church in order to 
receive affirmation, direction, correction, and criticism. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/575f9d884c2f85c8f7055a7a/1465884044216/7+Marks+of+a+Witness_Daniel+Montgomery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e69f629687f9f7c2679b4/1477339656139/A+Theology+of+Church+Multiplication.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e66a99de4bb71d5830727/1477338807346/Why+Retreat.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e664b9de4bb71d5830189/1477338708033/The+Plurality+Dashboard.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e664b9de4bb71d5830189/1477338708033/The+Plurality+Dashboard.pdf
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7. PASTORAL APTITUDE
In submission to Christ, the planter displays leadership qualities that are unique to the calling of “pastor.”  
He senses a call for this type of caring influence and others affirm it in him. He also understands the need 
to equip God’s people and release them to minister in their spiritual giftedness. He is not domineering, but 
rather he serves those under his care. 

❏ I am currently, and desire to continually grow in, caring and shepherding God’s people in the church, 
understanding that a primary role of a pastor/church planter is to “equip the saints for the work of 
ministry”. 

8. PREACHING APTITUDE
The planter is able to handle the Scriptures faithfully. His preaching is empowered by the Spirit, exalts 
Christ, and articulates the Father’s heart. He exhibits an awareness of the biblical narrative and is capable of 
communicating it in a winsome and understandable manner. He has had opportunities to preach in the past 
and others (local elders) affirm his calling and giftedness in this area. 

❏ I have preached before and others (local elders, church members, etc.) affirm my calling and giftedness 
in this area. 

9.  LEADERSHIP APTITUDE
The planter is entrepreneurial, having a vision for where God is leading, a willingness to go there, and an 
ability to bring others along with him. He is knowledgeable of and owns the lostness of the community he 
is planting in. There are compelling qualities in his leadership as he has vision to push through setbacks, 
losses, disappointment, and failure. He can adjust to change, shift priorities, and handle multiple tasks while 
staying focused on the mission.

❏ I have proven leadership experience and giftedness in church and/or non-church related areas. 

❏ I have the ability to see where God is working in my life, my home, my family, or my work, a willingness 
to go there, and an ability to bring others along with me. 

10. RELATIONAL LIFESTYLE
The planter is relationally connected to God and others. His life and ministry is marked by love, compas-
sion, and hospitality toward those in the family of God and those outside of it. He believes that being in 
relationships with other people, pastors, and church leaders will keep him healthy, spiritually vibrant, and in 
ministry for the long haul.

❏ I am relationally connected to God and others, regularly opening my life and home to others in and 
outside of the church. 
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11. HEALTHY HOME
If applicable, the planter has a flourishing marriage in which God’s glory is on display. In his grace, God is 
using the planter’s wife as a primary instrument to encourage, strengthen, and sanctify her husband. This 
relationship is a clear communication of the gospel, and, though not perfect, is a source of joy to the couple 
and others who know them. If applicable, the planter’s children are growing up in a home where they see 
and experience their earthly father, in devotion to his heavenly Father, love and serve Christ, his wife, his 
kids, the Church, and the world around them.     

❏ I have an imperfect, but flourishing, marriage marked by joy, love, grace, and growth. 

❏ My wife knows and owns her unique calling, and is fully and joyfully supportive of our calling to enter 
into vocational ministry and to plant a church. 

12. LOCAL CHURCH 
The planter is currently a member of a church, has a track record of humble service and leadership in that 
local church, and has submitted his call to plant a church to that local church’s leadership for assessment 
and affirmation (see How Do We Partner [with local churches] to Assess Church Planters? by Dave Harvey). 
He is not planting reactively or impulsively, but prayerfully and in community with others who affirm his 
calling and gifting. 

❏ I am a member of a healthy local church where I serve and/or lead regularly. 

❏ I have spoken with my local pastors about my call to ministry and they affirm my calling and support 
my attendance at the Sojourn Network Alignment Weekend. 

13.  NETWORK CHEMISTRY 
The planter exhibits characteristics that are consistent with Sojourn Network, and he is able to articulate 
why planting through Sojourn Network is the right decision for his church and accurately comprehends 
the blessings and limitations of the network (see What We Mean When We say Care by Dave Harvey). He is 
postured to both receive from and pour into the network, and he desires to partner at a local, regional, and 
national level. He is likeable, flexible, considerate, and easy to be with. His presence in the network moves 
the mission forward, and other pastors look to grow with and learn from him. 

❏ I desire to partner with Sojourn Network for their mission to help pastors plant, growth, and multiply 
healthy churches, posturing myself to both receive and pour into the network. 

❏ I can articulate to others why planting through Sojourn Network is the right decision for my church 
plant, and I fully and accurately understand the blessings and limitations of Sojourn Network.

1  This document is “in progress” and is currently under review and refinement.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e6a2d29687f9f7c267cd1/1477339708769/How+Do+We+Partner.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50b6210de4b05c3cd8b6e31e/t/580e6a6529687f9f7c268017/1477339753954/What+We+Mean+When+We+Say+Care.pdf
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