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Lake Wisconsin Christmas Shoeboxes 

Delores Parsley, Audrey Messinger and Lynn Muttini make 
sure our 131 shoeboxes are correctly packed and labeled 

as they make their way to bless children in Tanzania,  
Zambia, St. Lucia, Madagascar, Zimbabwe and Namibia. 

Thank you to all who helped make this happen! 

 

Christmas Services 
 

Christmas Eve at 7:00pm 
Christmas Day at 10:00am 

We hope to see you! 



 

 

   

 

 

          

‘Watch the way you talk…’ 
By Pastor Scott Larson 
 

While watching a recent nature documentary, I got a glimpse in to  
the hunting practices of the Dorobo Tribe, a group of remote desert 
dwellers from Kenya. Two men crouch in a blind of stalks and 
leaves, staking out a game trail in hopes of earning a shot at a kudu  
(a horse sized antelope). Since the Dorobo hunters lack modern day 
equipment like rifles or powerful bows, they dip the tips of their    
arrows in poison in order to take down the large beasts they stalk. 
Even after a direct hit, it will often take over 10 hours for the kudu to 
grow weary enough from the poison for the trackers to catch up. 
 

In my experience of over 39 years of church life, we unfortunately 
hunt in this same way. Too often, when church goers have an issue or 
conflict with another, they resort to firing off poison darts in the form 
of gossip. Not enough to kill them instantly of course, but enough to 
damage them over the course of time. Sometimes the congregation 
gossips against pastors. Sometimes pastors gossip against the       
congregation. Often the arrows fly in every possible direction.       
Regardless of the origin, God’s ideal for the church is a place free 
from gossip and condemnation. Let’s make LWEFC a place free from 
the relational toxins of gossip, wearing down the very relationships 
God intends to strengthen and bless.  
 

Ephesians 4:29 The Message 29 Watch the way you talk. Let nothing 
foul or dirty come out of your mouth. Say only what helps, each word 
a gift. 
 

Proverbs 18:21 The Message 21 Words kill, words give life; they’re 
either poison or fruit—you choose. 
Would you join me in committing not to gossip or slander others in 
our church family? It will require discipline and humility, but of 
course obedience to God usually does. If you have a problem with 
someone, communicate it to them face to face, in a non-accusative 
manner. Pray for unity. Keep your mind open to the possibility that 
you might be in the wrong. Don’t keep track of slights. Remember 
God has forgiven each one of us far more than we will ever be tasked 
with forgiving others. And finally, take heart in knowing that as you 
extend grace and forgiveness to others, and work through conflict in a 
mature way, you are building towards something beautiful… a thriv-
ing and healthy church.  
 

I love listening to the radio in December, because Christmas music is 

such a positive alternative to the angst and crudeness that typically 
come out of those same speakers. Let this be true of our speech and 
hearts this next year as well.   



 

 

Contact Cheryl Noble at (608) 576-3198 

Class begins January 14th 
Saturdays—9am to 11am  

for 10 to 12 weeks 
Lake Wisconsin Church 
Main Level Classroom 



 

 

Making the Most of Your Time Online 
 
 Some of the biggest news items to come out of this            
Presidential election was how many people get their news online and 
also the prevalence of fake news sites and stories. As a Christian and 
a millennial, it can be difficult to wade through the vast amount of 
information I’m bombarded with online and sifting through what is 
actually true versus what is fake proves to be an additional challenge.  
 
 I think it is important for Christians to be informed and       
engaged with the culture around them and the internet can be a great 
tool for that. As we close out 2016, I thought it might be useful for 
many of you to know of some solid and trustworthy websites for 
evangelical Christians that will provide you with encouragement, 
challenge and a Christian perspective on noteworthy news from 
around the world. This list is not exhaustive by any means, it simply 
is a few of my favorite websites that I believe are trustworthy and 
worthy of any Christians time. I will warn you that most of these sites 
contain so much information that you can spend hours reading articles 
and blogs before you realize it so don’t try and probe the depths of 
these if you plan on sleeping anytime soon. If you have your own  
favorite sites that I have not listed here, feel free to share them with 
me. I’m always looking for other ways to be informed and educated. 
 
Christianity Today (christianitytoday.com) 
This is a great site for those who are interested in a variety of subjects 
and differing viewpoints on Christian teaching and theology. Included 
are book reviews, blogs that cover all kinds of topics and a vast array 
of Christian thinkers often with differing opinions and theological 
convictions. While I don’t recommend or agree with everything or 
everyone that writes for Christianity Today; it does provide you with 
some new perspectives and some well-thought critiques and           
encouraging words no matter what life may be throwing at you. 
 
The Gospel Coalition (thegospelcoalition.org) 
One of my favorite sites and one I highly recommend. The Gospel 
Coalition is a group of Christian pastors, authors, and thinkers who 
are committed to the centrality of the Gospel above all else. Articles 
and blogs on this website often cover current issues or topics and 
most are very balanced and thoughtfully written. Many of the most 
prominent and well-respected voices in evangelical Christian circles 
can be found here and the blogs and articles are both informative and 
relevant. 
 
    



 

 

Desiring God (desiringgod.org) 
Desiring God is a website built mainly off the teachings and    
musings of John Piper. Piper is a well-respected evangelical pastor 
from the Twin Cities who has written many well-known books 
including his most famous one, Desiring God. While you won’t 
find the diversity of opinions or theological thought on this site, 
you will find solid and biblical teaching and sermons that you can 
listen to or read through.  
 
RZIM – Ravi Zacharias International Ministries (rzim.org) 
RZIM is a great resource for apologetics and can be a bit more 
philosophical and heady than some of the other sites I have       
recommended. Nevertheless, I think it is just as important a site 
because it will provide you with a variety of resources to better 
understand your faith and how to answer some of the toughest,  
and most common, questions people often have about Christiniaty. 
Ravi Zacharias is an internationally known and well-respected 
Christian apologist who goes all over the world arguing for the 
Christian faith at universities and with people of other religions. 
His radio show, Let My People Think is incredible and enlighten-
ing. If you have a desire to be better prepared to defend your faith 
and to respond to criticisms of Christianity, this is the site for you. 
 
 I hope you will consider making these websites part of 
your daily or weekly routine. Learning from those that have come 
before us and learning from today’s prominent theological thinkers 
is a great thing. I hope these websites build you up in your faith 
and encourage you to draw closer to God and better understand the 
Bible. 
    Pastor Daniel Sjogren 

Upcoming Youth Events 
 

December 2  ~ Middle School Church Lock-In 
December 18 ~ High School Christmas Party & White 
     Elephant Gift Exchange 
December 21 ~ Middle School Christmas Party 
December 25  ~ $50 Winter Camp Deposit Due 
December 25 
 - January 8 ~ No Middle/High School Youth Groups 
January 6-8 ~ Districts Youth Conference 
January 11 ~ Middle School Youth Group Resumes 



 

 December 2016

 Mon Tue Wed
  

 
  

4 
6:30p The Bridge 
(High School) 
MISSIONS 
CHRISTMAS 
COLLECTION 

5 
9:30am Prayer Team 

6 
Elder Meeting 
 
 

7 

6:30pm AWANA
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School)

11 
6:30 The Bridge 
(High School) 

12 
9:30am Prayer Team 
 

 

13 
Trustee Meeting 

14 
10:45am Book Club
6:30pm AWANA
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School)

18 
6:30p The Bridge 
(High School) 
NO Sunday School 
Holy Communion 

19 
9:30am Prayer Team 
 

20 
 

21 

6:30pm AWANA
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School)

25      10:00am 
Christmas Service 
 

NO The Bridge  
(High School) 
NO Sunday School 
 

26 
9:30am Prayer Team 
 
 

27 28 
No Awana 
No Pathway 
(Middle School)
  

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 
8:30-9:30am 1st Service Worship             9:30-10:00am Coffee Fellowship 

10:00-11:00am 2nd Service Worship        10:00-11:00am Children’s Sunday 

Sunday 



 

 

   

December 2016 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 

 
 
 
 
 
Judy 

3 
 

6:30pm AWANA 
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School) 

8 
 

9 
Church Reserved PM 
 
 
 
 

Darla 

10 
Church Reserved AM 

10:45am Book Club 
6:30pm AWANA 
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School) 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
Tina 

17 
Church Reserved PM 

6:30pm AWANA 
6:30 Pathway 
(Middle School) 

22 
  

23 
 
 
 
 

Delores 

24 

7:00pm Christmas 
Eve Candlelight   
Service  

No Awana 
No Pathway 
(Middle School) 

29 
Our House 10:00am 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy 

31 



 

 

 
 

Our Sunday School team  
is looking for help! 

 

The Curriculum 
 gives you everything you need 

 involves a short training  
 13 week commitment - January to April 

 during 2nd service 
 you will never teach alone! 

  

Please pray and consider how you can help 
the children of our church know Jesus as  

Lord and Savior.   
 

We Need the Following People 
Greeters (the 1st 15 minutes of service) 

Teachers 
Leader/Storyteller 

Substitutes 
 

Contact Eric Schmidt at 608 –886-0026 or 
email at ericbschmidt@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you so much for 
considering joining the team! 



 

 

 

Please mark your calendars!  

We have something to look 

forward to during the long, 

cold winter!   
 

Monday Night Women's Study 
Begins January 9 -- Bring a friend! 

One Thousand Gifts by Ann Voskamp 
 

 Mondays 6:30pm, January 9, (Pizza & salad our 1st night.) 

 Participant's DVD study guide (required) is $7.  

 Additional hardcover book (optional) is $13.   
 

Please RSVP to:  

Darla (darla@lwefc.org) or  

Susie Riedesel (sriedesel92@gmail.com) by December 23. 

The summary of  this book is:   
Just like you, Ann Voskamp hungers to live her one life well.    

Forget the bucket lists that have us escaping our everyday lives for 

exotic experiences. 'How,' Ann wondered, 'do we find joy in the 

midst of deadlines, debt, drama, and daily duties? What does the 

Christ-life really look like when your days are gritty, long--and 

sometimes even dark? How is God even here?' In One Thousand 

Gifts, Ann invites you to embrace everyday blessings and embark on 

the transformative spiritual discipline of chronicling God's gifts. 

It's only in this expressing of gratitude for the life we already have, 

we discover the life we've always wanted...a life we can take, give 

thanks for, and break for others. We come to feel and know the     

impossible right down in our bones: we are wildly loved--by God. 

Let Ann's beautiful, heart-aching stories of the everyday give you a 

way of seeing that opens your eyes to ordinary amazing grace, a way 

of being present to God that makes you deeply happy, and a way of  

living that is finally fully alive. Come live the best dare of all!  



 

 

WHEN:  Wednesday, December 14, at 10:45 am 
WHERE:  Church Library 
Book:  Gifted Hands  
By:  Dr. Ben Carson 
 
In 1987, Dr. Carson gained worldwide recognition for his leadership 
role in the first successful separation of Siamese twins joined at the 
back of the head.  The extremely complex and delicate surgery was 
five months in the planning and one of the most rewarding experiences 
of his career.  But breakthroughs were not unusual for him.  He had 
been beating the odds since childhood. Growing up in a troubled inner 
city of Detroit, he was raised by his divorced mother who had only a 
third grade education.  He rarely saw his father.  He lacked motivation 
and did poorly in school.  He had a quick temper that threatened to 
eventually land him in jail.  But Sonya Carson convinced her son that 
he could make something of his life, even though everything around 
him said otherwise. 
 

Ben’s growing trust in God, a new found belief in his own capabilities, 
and sheer determination took him from failing grades to the top of his 
classes and beyond.  He graduated from medical school.  At the young 
age of 33, he was made head of the Pediatric Neurosurgery department 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, MD.  He went on to win 
many honors and awards over the next several years.  He frequently 
spoke to groups of disadvantaged young people, encouraging them to 
study hard and work to make something of their own lives. 
 

Written in 1990, Gifted Hands is the very inspiring story of one man’s 
journey to success. He was tested by many daunting situations and was 

never afraid to take risks.  His Christian faith played a big role in his 
life.  He trusted God to give him the knowledge and courage he    
needed.  Over time, God molded him to be the gifted, kind, and       

respected man that he is today. 

December Book Selection: 
Miracles from Heaven - by Christy Wilson Beam  
If you have any questions or would like more information about our Book Club, call 
Delores at 608-850-9022 or email her at chardel@charter.net 

 



 

 Birthday 
 

Tom Winter  2 
Linda Krinke  2 
Kevin Hargis  3 
Tom Pollock  3 
Marissa Cummings 4 
Kathy Moxon  5 
Amber Parpart  5 
Hazel Sandmire  5 
Jennifer Seidler  5 
Martha Allan  9 
Kurt Wilson  10 
Ron Rowe  11 

Dave Heck  12 
Chance Davis  14 
Craig Allan  15 
Finley Brynick  18 
Jacob Anderson        24 
Ken Glienke  24 
Bob Walters  31 
Kevin Braden  31 
 
 

 

Anniversary 
 
David & Loretta Parker  14 
Ron & Jamie Rowe  18 
Jim & Linda Krinke  24 
Chuck & Susie Riedesel  26 
Gregory & Jane McCubbin 27 
Ashish & Nisha Rai  30 

 

December Celebrations 

 Trustee Report 
 
      YTD    
Oct 2016 Giving: $26,813.25  $229,355.49 
Oct 2016 Expenses:  $20,278.12  $220,385.11 

Monthly Budgeted: $24,478.83  $244,788.30 
 
Mortgage Balance 10/31/2016:  $147,070.89* 
*Includes $112,082.70 Parking Lot Loan 
Parking Lot Cost To Date:  $134,031.35 
 
 

December 7  
Nerd 4 God’s 
Word Night 
 

December 14 
Ugly 
Christmas 
Sweater 
Night  
 

December 21 
Silent Night 
 
 

December 28 
NO AWANA 
 

If you're headed 
in the wrong   

direction, God 
allows U-turns.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
N1640 Ryan Road 
Lodi, WI 53555 
(608)592-3091 

www.lwefc.org                 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services 
Traditional:  8:30am - 9:30am 
Fellowship:  9:30am - 10:00am  
Contemporary:  10:00am - 11:00am 
Children’s Sunday School:  10:00am - 11:00am 
 
 

LWEFC Staff: 
Scott Larson, Senior Pastor scott@lwefc.org 
Daniel Sjogren, Youth & Outreach Pastor daniel@lwefc.org 
Darla Niebuhr, Office darla@lwefc.org 
 
 

Also Find Us On Twitter & Facebook 
 

Stay connected!! You can also find us on Twitter and Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/lwefc 
www.twitter.com/_LWEFC 
 
 
 

Check out our youth sites listing our youth group activities: 
www.facebook.com/lwefcyouth 
www.twitter.com/LWEFC_YM 
 

 


