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Section 1 
Introducing Church Membership 
 
Membership involves a commitment to take part in the life of a church. Since Jesus died for the 
church (Titus 2:14; Acts 20:28), becoming an active part of a church is vital for following Jesus. 

What is church membership and why does it matter? 
 

THE NATURE OF MEMBERSHIP 

The word “member” is used in a lot of different ways. If you had good grades in school, you may have 

been a member of an academic club. Athletes are “team members” in their sport. If you pay a fee, you 

can be a member of a private pool. If you are important enough, you may receive an invitation to become a 

member of an elite social club. In several important way church membership is very different from those. 

It’s not at all like clubs or societies that require you to earn your way in (through dues, hard work, and so 

on). Instead, church membership is like being part of a family. The key difference is that unlike your 

physical family—in which none of us could choose our parents or siblings—the church is like a family that 

you do choose. Membership means calling a specific church ‘home’ and taking responsibility to ensure 

the health and growth of those in your church family. There are many implications of this wonderful truth. 

First, membership is a sign. It is a visible sign of an invisible reality, which means it's something we can 

see (membership in a local church) that marks or identifies what we can’t see (our new identity as God’s 

children). In other words, being part of a local church is a sign that we are part of God’s family, the 

church. (Sometimes people call this big group of people the “universal church,” and sometimes they 

simply capitalize it, as in the “Church.”) So, God’s family includes all believers in all places who have been 

adopted by him (through faith in Jesus) and given the privilege to worship him and serve in his kingdom, 

and being a member of a healthy local church is one of the main signs that we are part of God’s family.  

In addition to be being a sign, membership is also a promise. To be a member of a particular church is to 

make a public promise to live according to the Word of God and to support the work of that church as a 

local ‘gospel community.’ The leaders of that church also promise to love and care for the members of 

their community through serving, counseling, teaching, guiding, and praying for them. In the Bible this 

kind of long-term promise is called a covenant. A covenant is the kind of promise that one person (or 

group of people) aims to keep even when the other doesn’t. For example, God has accepted us because of 

the covenant of Jesus’ blood, despite our continual failures. In a similar way, membership is a covenantal 

promise that forms the basis for an enduring relationship of mutual accountability and edification. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MEMBERSHIP 

Sometimes people question whether or not they need to bother with becoming a church member. It’s not 

a bad question, but it seems a little bit out of step with the teachings of Jesus and the lives of his earliest 

followers. In fact, the New Testament repeatedly tells us that Jesus’ followers are called to share life 

together as a family (1 Timothy 3:15; 5:1-2) and to work together like different parts of the same body (1 

Corinthians 12:16-17). That’s why from the very beginning all Christians had a notion of belonging to each 

other that included an awareness of their own church’s membership (Romans 16:1-16).  

If you think about it, even the ability to obey Jesus’ teachings assumes his followers would be members in 

a local church, since so many of his commands involve caring for “one another” in a close-knit gospel 

community. (In fact, there are over 50 commands in the New Testament that involve caring for “one 

another” in various ways.) Most importantly, Jesus clearly taught that his life, death, and resurrection are 

inseparably connected to his promise to build his church (Matt. 16:13-18). So instead of asking, “Why 

bother with joining a church?” we should say, “Why wouldn’t I want to be a part of what Jesus is doing?” 

At its core, membership means belonging. The word pictures used of the church throughout the New 

Testament assume—even require—that Christians join together in vital ways. For example: If we are 

members of a physical body, how could we survive if we become detached from it? (Rom. 12:4-5) If we are 

the “bricks” of God’s building, how could we support the structure if we are not connected to it? (Eph. 

2:21) Thus membership in a local church is something that the New Testament assumes all believers 

would naturally connect to their faith in following Jesus. More than that, membership brings with it all the 

benefits of being part of something much bigger than yourself. Membership means: 

(1) You are not ashamed to identify with Christ or His people. (Mark 8:38; Matt. 16:18) 

(2) You stop trying to be a “lone ranger” Christian. (1 Cor. 12:14-20; Rom. 12:4-5; Heb. 13:17) 

(3) You openly demonstrate the reality of the Body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:27; Rom. 12:4-5) 

(4) You receive the care of, and become accountable to, spiritual leaders. (Heb. 13:7, 17) 

(5) You take part in, and benefit from, the wise counsel of other believers. (Prov. 11:14; 15:22) 

(6) You participate in a stronger, more unified effort of God’s people on mission. (1 Cor. 12:4-7) 

(7) You have greater opportunities to use your spiritual gifts. (1 Cor. 12, Eph. 4:1-16) 

(8) You contribute to the advance of the gospel in your area by your acts of service. (Acts 6:1-6) 

(9) You encourage other believers to become committed to a local body. (Heb. 10:24-25) 
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What does membership look like in our church? 
 

WHO CAN BECOME MEMBERS  

The most obvious (but most important) qualification is that church members are followers of Jesus. They 

are people rescued by the grace of God and led to trust Jesus, love him, and obey him. Because a church 

is a community of people who rejoice in the gospel and strive to live out its implications for their lives, it 

makes sense that membership in a church is limited to those who believe the gospel and look to Jesus as 

their only hope. Joining a church through membership, therefore, is neither just part of showing up (it’s 

not automatic) nor is it an act of duty that earns the grace of God (it doesn’t give you special favor). On the 

contrary, church membership is a response to the faith in Christ already present in your life, as seen in 

other signs of faith like baptism or joyful obedience to Jesus’ commands. 

Beyond simply claiming to follow Jesus, members are also active participants in the life of our church. 

Unfortunately, we live in what is called a “consumer-driven culture,” a context in which we are often 

pressed into believing two things: (1) happiness is found in acquiring things for ourselves and (2) we are 

entitled to be served by others.  Our church is strongly opposed to both of those ideas, just as Jesus was 

(Mark 10:45). That’s why membership in our church is only open to those who are actively engaging in the 

difficult job of loving and serving others on Jesus’ behalf. This includes active involvement in the life of 

the church out of desire to deepen your fellowship with other believers and to offer and receive help in 

seeking to obey Jesus’ commands. To speak practically, what we are saying is that our members are 

expected to attend Sunday gatherings and community group meetings on a regular basis, in addition to 

faithfully supporting the church through giving and various acts of service. While none of these ministries 

(church gatherings, community groups, giving, serving) makes you a Christian, it’s natural to expect for 

the members of our church to be committed followers of Jesus who possess a deep desire to contribute 

to the mission of the church that Jesus purchased with his own blood (Acts 20:28). 

Following God’s design for his church, we rely on our members to accomplish the mission that God has 

given us as a gospel community. That is to say, we expect that people who have publicly identified with 

Jesus want to be a part of what he is doing in the world. (If not, why they claim you want to follow Jesus?) 

In practice this means that our church will not bribe or beg members to do the sorts of things that God 

says his people should do. Instead, we count on members to “get things done” (Eph. 4:11-16). This also 

means we don’t think of our pastors as “professional servants.” We are all servants who work together in 

different ways to accomplish the same mission (which is why our pastors joyfully serve our church family, 

without demanding monetary compensation). We also work hard to keep a limited budget that cuts 

unnecessary costs for things like expensive church programs. Instead, we trust the Spirit of God to move 

through the transformed hearts of our members, mobilizing our community of Jesus-followers to love 

our families, love our city, and glorify God in all we do. 
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THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS 

As we said earlier, membership is a special kind of promise called a “covenant.” Covenants involve both a 

sincere commitment and a solemn promise to walk in agreement concerning a shared understanding of 

life. The confirmation of a covenant means that everyone involved is expected to keep the promises they 

made to each other. God made covenants with his people through the Old Testament, which pointed to his 

faithfulness in keeping his promises and the importance for his people to trust him and live according to 

his word. Jesus himself is called the mediator of a New Covenant, which promises to rescue completely 

all those who draw near to him in faith (Hebrews 7:25). 

We have taken the time to explain what a covenant is because membership in our church begins with a 

covenant, specifically with one that provides the members of our church with a written agreement about 

what we believe and how we plan to live together according to God’s Word. By affirming the covenant 

each member agrees to uphold the responsibilities we have from God to love one another in all the ways 

he has outlined in the New Testament. For example, our membership covenant includes a commitment to 

serve. This is not an “extra requirement” for Christians, but merely an expression of what Jesus says we 

should already want to do: “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). No matter what your schedule or your gifts may be, there are 

many areas of service where you can help. Similarly, our membership covenant includes a commitment 

to give regularly and faithfully in support of God’s mission. Once again, this is not something extra added 

on to the Christian life, for God says we all must give “cheerfully” and “sacrificially” act of love, gratitude, 

and faith (2 Cor. 9:6; Ps. 4:5). In this way, the giving commitment is simply a way to help us honor Jesus 

with what he has given us (Matt. 6:21). It also helps our church project annual budgetary needs, such as 

to what extent we will be able support other churches, missionaries, and ministries. 

There are many positive benefits of having a membership covenant. First, it gives us greater unity around 

ideas like who God has called us to be and what he has called us to do in our city. Second, the 

membership covenant serves as an important way for us to help keep each other accountable as we 

follow Jesus. The covenant doesn’t require anything more than what Jesus has asked all of his followers 

to do; it simply makes plain for everyone what this will look like in our context. 

Below is a brief snapshot of the basic elements of our church’s membership covenant. (The full covenant 

can be found at the end of this reading packet.) 

1. An Affirmation of the Christian and Our Church’s Core Beliefs – The covenant includes a personal 

affirmation of faith in Jesus as Redeemer and Lord and our beliefs concerning key doctrines, like 

the centrality of the gospel and the nature and purpose of the church.  
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2. A Promise from the Members to Each Other – The covenant includes a promise from members to 

one another to uphold all of the responsibilities that God has entrusted to us as citizens in his 

Kingdom and members of his household. 
 

3. A Promise from the Leaders to the Members – The covenant also contains a promise from the 

spiritual leadership of the church to uphold all of the responsibilities that God has entrusted to 

them as shepherds, servants, and examples in the church. 
 

4. A Commitment to the Mission of the Church – Our covenant states the vision of our church as it 

relates to what God is doing in the world and calls for the members to live for this purpose, as 

long as God keeps them here, for his glory and for everyone’s good.  

Summary 
When a local group of believers join together in promising to care for each other, pray for each other, and 

serve others together, they are doing two things. First, they are expressing their commitment to the 

mission of God to see the world come to worship him. Second, they are living out their belief that the 

church is God’s chosen way to make his people more like Jesus, which takes place as we trust him and 

experience the renewal of that comes from the gospel in all areas of life. The desire for membership 

begins with the realization that Jesus did not die to rescue a bunch of isolated individuals but to create a 

new community of people who are eager to do good (Titus 2:14). Membership includes joyful obedience to 

Jesus’ commands to selflessly give of your resources (2 Corinthians 8:1 – 9:15) and of your abilities in 

order to edify, or build up, his church (1 Corinthians 14:12; 1 Peter 4:10). Membership means desiring to 

belong to something bigger than yourself so that you can contribute to the health and growth of other 

people who are promising to do the same for you. All of this enables us to have a healthy church where 

members work together in different ways as we all take ownership of the mission that God has given us. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

1. Go back over this section and highlight or underline all of the phrases in bold. What do they say 

about membership in general? What do they say about membership in our church in particular? 
 

2. Have you ever been part of a church as a member before? How does our church’s approach to 

membership compare to your experience? (How is it similar? How is it different?) 
 

3. Is there anything in this section that was confusing to you? If so, be sure to ask your community 

group leader for further clarification. 
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Section 2 
Creation: Made for God  
 
God is the origin and source of everything good. Thus, truth and beauty and goodness are found 
in who he is and what he says. The Bible, as God’s Word for us, plays a special role in showing us 
who God is and what he is doing in the world, leading us to trust him and listen to what he says. 

What is doctrine and why does it matter? 
 

THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF DOCTRINE 

“Doctrine” is one of those words that conjure very different images in our minds. Some people hear the 

word doctrine and think of college kids who like to spend their time reading theology blogs and arguing in 

coffee shops. Others hear the word and think of something boring or dreadful, maybe like medicine—it 

may be good for you, but it tastes terrible. Or maybe you think of doctrine as something that is divisive 

and unimportant. “What really matters,” you think, “is not what you believe but how you live.” In reality, 

the word “doctrine” means “teaching.” When we talk about what the Bible says on any particular subject, 

we are talking about doctrine. Seen in this light, doctrine isn’t bad at all. It helps us to understand what 

God has said about the world. It informs us of the purposes of the church and helps us fulfill them. 

Doctrine also shows us how to respond to God in ways that give him the glory he is due. For example, 

suppose you did think, “What really matters is not what you believe, but how you live.” Yet that very claim 

is a doctrinal claim! Everyone believes the Bible teaches something, and whatever you think it teaches is 

“doctrine.” So when we use the word “doctrine,” we are simply talking about what the Bible teaches. And 

because the Bible is God’s message for humanity, whatever it teaches should be believed and followed. 

BELIEFS AND PRACTICES IN OUR CHURCH 

Throughout the remainder of this church membership packet, we will be introducing the core doctrines 

that shape our church’s identity and practices. Each section will introduce a doctrine with a question 

followed by our church’s confessional statement (indented and italicized). Instead of merely listing each 

doctrine, we will show how they impact our church in its context. That is to say, the doctrines themselves 

should been seen as representing what the Bible teaches about certain things that all followers of Jesus 

should hold in common, while church practices, policies, or programs based on these doctrines may vary 

slightly in different contexts. Finally, we have also added a brief list of Scriptural passages after each 

doctrine to demonstrate the clarity and importance that God has given to these teachings in his Word. If 

you have questions or need clarification about any of the doctrinal beliefs, please take the time to read 

the supporting Scriptural passages before contacting your community group leader or one of the pastors. 
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Who is God? 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF GOD 

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is infinitely perfect 

both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, and is therefore 

worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and exhaustively knows 

the end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and providentially brings 

about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen creation, to the 

praise of his glorious grace. (cf. Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 8:6, 12:4-6; Eph. 4:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14) 

God is eternal. That is, no one created God. At the very least this means God is distinct from his creation 

and stands over it as the one who creates, guides, redeems and restores all that rightly belongs to him. 

Similarly, no one ever said, “It is not good for God to be alone, so let there be birch trees and bull frogs 

and business executives.” It’s true that God isn’t God without relationships, but that doesn’t mean that he 

had to create a world in order to have them. Like an endless dance exchanging vitality and love and glory, 

God as Trinity has had a communal life since the very beginning (John 17:5; John 1:1-3). To speak plainly, 

God created us not because he had to, but because he wanted to. Because this is true, there is no higher 

calling or pursuit in life than knowing God. Augustine, a bishop in the early church, famously put it like 

this: “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you.” 

A failure to live this way ends in all kinds of confusion, chaos, and despair. In fact, if we want to know what 

is good and beautiful and true, we must look to God. His character is the standard of goodness for the 

universe because God is the ultimate source of all that is good. This is why sin grieves God, offends God, 

and betrays God. It’s not because God is touchy. God hates sin against himself and against his good 

creation because sin breaks the peace, both between the sinner and God and also between all who are 

affected. Sin interferes with the way God wants things to be. That is why he has laws against it. God is for 

the flourishing of his creation, and therefore against sin. 

What this means for our church is that God’s heart and his concerns must be ours as well. We want to 

care about what God cares about, we want to listen to what he says, and we want to obey his word, all 

because we love him and trust him. This also means that the well-lived life has God at the center, not 

ourselves. This is true for the life of our church as a whole, and it should be true of our members as well. 

Everything from the sermons we preach, the songs we sing, and the discussions we have, to what you do, 

where you live, and how you spend your free time—all these should have as their focus the goal of 

knowing God and making him known. Make this the purpose of life: to glorify God and enjoy him forever. 
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Why did God create? 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF CREATION 

We believe that God created human beings, male and female, in his own image. Adam and Eve 

belonged to the created order that God himself declared to be very good, serving as God’s agents to 

care for, manage, and govern creation, living in holy and devoted fellowship with their Maker. Men and 

women, equally made in the image of God, enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are 

both called to move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in 

family, church, and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a one-flesh union 

that establishes the only normative pattern of sexual relations for men and women, such that 

marriage ultimately serves as a type of the union between Christ and his church. In God’s wise 

purposes, men and women are not simply interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in 

mutually enriching ways. God ordains that they assume distinctive roles, which reflect the loving 

relationship between Christ and the church, the husband exercising headship in a way that displays 

the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife submitting to her husband in a way that models the 

love of the church for her Lord. In the ministry of the church, both men and women are encouraged to 

serve Christ and to be developed to their full potential in the manifold ministries of the people of God. 

The distinctive leadership role of Pastor/Elder within the church given to qualified men is grounded in 

creation, fall, and redemption and must not be sidelined by appeals to cultural developments. (cf. Gen. 

1:26-28, 31, 2:24, Eph. 5:22-33, 1 Pet. 3:1-7, 1 Tim. 3:1-7, 1 Pet. 5:1-4) 

In the beginning, everything that God made lived together in harmony, displaying his beauty and power 

and creativity (Genesis 1:31; Psalm 19:1-6). Since God isn’t in the business of making mistakes, this 

means that God designed his creation to live in community from the beginning as a part of his plan to 

demonstrate his goodness and wisdom for all to see. Another way to say this is that God’s goodness and 

beauty are so great that he wanted to make space in the universe for other beings to know him and enjoy 

him forever. One theologian said it like this, “God is so amazing that he must be shared.” As the pinnacle 

of God’s creative work, human beings were made to live in harmonious union with God and with one 

another. That’s why God made humankind as male and female in his image and brought them together in 

marriage so that they might work together, have children, and fill the earth and develop it for his glory 

(Gen. 1:26-28). To say that humans are made in the image of God means that God created humans to be 

like him in some ways so that as we live together as he intended, we can carry out his purposes in this 

world. Indeed, the entire framework of human existence—from our relationship with God to our 

connection with people and other living things—is communal by design. In fact, it’s not a stretch to say 

that because we were made for relationships (with God and with others), we can’t live as God intended 

unless we actively participate in a God-centered, grace-filled community.  
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The doctrine of creation also reminds us that because all human beings have been made in God’s image, 

we have equal value and dignity before God. This is true regardless of who we are or how we live. To put it 

another way, our worth as human beings is not directly connected to what we do, as if we could earn 

more value through our contributions. People are valuable because God made them and Jesus died for 

them. A failure to see others as equally valuable shows you have a problem with God, not with them.  

Being made in God’s image also means that humans have been given the capacity for creative good or 

creative evil. And although we often use this creative power for evil, as in finding creative ways to lie or 

cheat or steal, the capacity for creative good or creative evil is actually a gift from God. Therefore, we 

must celebrate creativity in culture and critique it at the same time. After all, anything good or beautiful 

or true has its ultimate source in God, whether the author/artist/composer/craftsman knows this or not.  

From the doctrine of creation we also see that God made a physical world and he cares about physical 

things. God isn’t the God of the spiritual only. That’s why he calls all of his creation ‘good’ (Gen. 1:31). For 

our church this means we are called to care about spiritual and physical things. We don’t think that the 

physical world is an accident, and we don’t think that God has plans to abandon the world that he has 

made. Caring for creation isn’t optional for Christians. It is a sign that we believe God’s world is good, 

even though we have polluted and corrupted parts of it. It is a sign that we believe God isn’t finished with 

his world, and that he has plans to restore all things to a glorious state (Col. 1:20; Eph. 1:10). 

Finally, the doctrine of creation teaches us that maleness and femaleness are both good and purposeful 

distinctions that should be upheld as a reflection of God’s wisdom. In other words, God chose to create 

two sexes not one, and our church seeks to uphold the distinctions between men and women in ways 

that honor God’s decision without obscuring his design. For example, God designed maleness such that 

godly men are called to lead their families through sacrificial love, selfless service, tender affection, and 

dependable provision. In a complementary way, God designed femaleness such that a godly wife will find 

her greatest fulfillment through following and supporting her husband’s servant-leadership. Similarly, 

just as God deliberately joined femaleness to motherhood—both physically and spiritually—God also has 

joined maleness with the office of pastor/elder for qualified men who serve the church in this way (cf. 1 

Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). God’s design is neither accidental, as if it were a mistake, nor meaningless, as if 

it didn’t matter. We honor God by honoring the differences between men and women. 

How can we know God? 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF REVELATION 

God has graciously disclosed his existence and power in the created order, and has supremely 

revealed himself to fallen human beings in the person of his Son, the incarnate Word. Moreover, this 
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God is a speaking God who by his Spirit has graciously disclosed himself in human words: we believe 

that God has breathed-out the words preserved in the Scriptures, that is, the sixty-six books of the Old 

and New Testaments, which are both the revelation and the means of his saving work in the world. 

These writings alone constitute the verbally inspired Word of God which is absolutely authoritative and 

without error in the original writings, complete in its revelation of his will for salvation, sufficient for all 

that God requires us to believe and do, and final in its authority over every domain of knowledge to 

which it speaks. We confess that both our finitude and our sinfulness preclude the possibility of 

knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but we affirm that, enlightened by the Spirit of God, we can know 

God’s revealed truth truly. The Bible is to be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; 

obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises. 

As God’s people hear, believe, and do the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses 

to the gospel. (cf. 2 Tim. 3:15-17, 2 Pet. 1:20-21, Ps. 19:7-10, Heb. 4:12, Jn. 17:17)  

Ours is a revealed faith. We couldn’t know if God were real or trustworthy if he did not make himself 

known through miraculous acts in history, the good news of the Scriptures, and the life and teachings of 

Jesus. And you wouldn’t know anything about any of those things either, if God’s Spirit had not instructed 

men to write them down in the Bible! Furthermore, because of God’s faithfulness to his promises, his 

authoritative ability to accomplish his will, and his gracious desire to reveal himself to us in a way that we 

could understand, the Bible is rightly seen as inspired by God, infallible through God, and authoritative 

because of God. As God’s chosen vehicle for communicating his nature and purposes, the Bible is given 

the highest place above all other knowledge claims or forms of communication. This means that what 

the Bible says trumps what we think about our experiences, which can easily mislead us (e.g., mirages), 

what we practice in our traditions, which may change from context to another (e.g., wearing choir robes), 

and even our reasoning or our thoughts, which of course are not always accurate. 

The Bible gives us both “the big picture” of who God is and what he is doing in the world, and it guides us 

as we seek to live within the framework of what God is doing. The gospel is the central focus and 

interpretive key of the Bible, since the reason that God has revealed himself to us is so that we might 

come to know him and enjoy him forever. Therefore, the Bible is sufficient to equip us for everything that 

God requires of us because it unpacks the gospel and its implications for our lives. This does not 

exclude the guidance of the Holy Spirit, which is necessary in order to understand the Scriptures rightly, 

but it does lead us to treasure the Bible in a unique way. One scholar puts it like this: “I would encourage 

people to find their fundamental identity and satisfaction and joy in the experience of seeing and knowing 

and tasting and savoring the all-sufficiency and breath-taking beauty of God as he has made himself 

known in Jesus and through the Scriptures. If, in the course of that pursuit, you encounter a spectacular 

manifestation of God’s power, wonderful. If not, the Bible still wonderful.” 
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Since the Bible is sufficient for everything God requires us to believe and do, we must follow what the 

Bible says in every area of life that it addresses. For example, God tells us what it means to be really or 

authentically human as those who have been made in his image with a particular composition (in this 

case, both material and immaterial components). As such, the Scriptures are not subservient to science 

on matters concerning human flourishing, for one is unable to develop a prescriptive view from a purely 

descriptive discipline. In the end, we should agree with Francis Schaeffer:  “In practice, it may not always 

be possible to correlate the two studies [the Bible and Science] because of the special situation involved; 

yet if both studies can be adequately pursued, there will be no final conflict [between science and the 

Bible].” This is true because the same God who made the world has spoken truly about it in his Word. In 

practice, this means that our church takes into consideration the findings of science on matters where it 

is qualified to speak; however, on matters where it has no bearing (e.g., concerning what is good, what is 

beautiful, or what is true), the Scriptures stand as a corrective to our misguided thinking in all areas. 

Summary 
As the one who has existed from the very beginning, God is the ultimate source of everything good. 

Therefore, truly knowing God leads to enjoying him forever (John 17:3). This is what Jesus meant when he 

said we should aim to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, for that is what we were made 

to do. This kind of God-centered life also leads us to care about what God cares for, which includes the 

physical world he has made. It even means seeing all human beings as intrinsically valuable because they 

too were made by God and for God. This enables us to appreciate the creative works of human beings 

who, imperfectly and incompletely, nevertheless point to the God who made us. We also are able to 

appreciate the way that God has set up the world, for example, his wise decision to honor the differences 

between men and women with unique but complementary roles in the home and the church. Finally, we 

know all of these things are good and right for us to believe and follow because they are plainly taught in 

the Bible, which is God’s chosen way of telling us about himself and his world. Thus, our church believes 

what the Bible teaches and obeys what it calls us to do because we love and trust the God who authored 

and inspired its message. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

1. Go back over this section and highlight or underline the phrases in bold. What do they teach us 

about God and the world that he made? How do they impact the way we will live as a church? 
 

2. Is there anything in this section that was confusing to you? If so, be sure to ask your community 

group leader for further clarification. 
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Section 3 
Fall: Separated from God  
 
Broken by sin and evil of all kinds, the world is not the way it’s supposed to be. Yet God has not 
left us in the mess we’ve made. Jesus is God’s plan to restore all that has fallen, especially us. 

How did the world get to be like it is? 
 

THE DOCTRINE OF SIN AND THE FALL 

We believe that Adam, made in the image of God, distorted that image and forfeited his original state 

of blessedness—for himself and all his progeny—by falling into sin through Satan’s temptation. As a 

result, all human beings are alienated from God, corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., 

physically, mentally, volitionally, emotionally, spiritually) and condemned finally and irrevocably to 

death—apart from God’s own gracious intervention. The supreme need of all human beings is to be 

reconciled to the God under whose just and holy wrath we stand; the only hope of all human beings is 

the undeserved love of this same God, who alone can rescue us and restore us to himself. (cf. Gen. 3, 

Rom. 3:21-31, 5:12-21, Eph. 2:1-10)  

The world as it exists today is disorderly, fragmented, and corrupted. But that’s not how God created it. In 

other words, the world is not the way it’s supposed to be. Evil is what is wrong with the world, and it 

includes trouble in the world as well as in human nature. It includes disease as well as theft, birth defects 

as well as character defects. Perhaps evil is best defined as any spoiling of the way God wants things to 

be. Thinking along these lines, sin is a specific kind of evil for which somebody is to blame, whether as an 

individual or as a member of a group. The world has come to be the way it is now—filled with evil of all 

kinds—precisely because of our most ancient ancestor’s sin. When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, 

they didn’t just spoil their relationship with God; they introduced evil into all of creation. When we sin we 

corrupt ourselves, but we corrupt others too. Sinful lives intersect with other sinful lives—in families, in 

businesses, in educational and political institutions, even in churches—in such a way that entire cultures 

of sin develop. In a racist culture, for example, racism begins to look normal. In a secular culture, apathy 

toward God looks normal. The result of all this sin is devastating. Whole matrices of evil appear in which 

various forms of wrongdoing cross-pollinate and breed to create even more insidious offspring. As much 

as we may wish it were otherwise, we are not born into this world with a blank slate. Even before you 

were born, the “slate” of your life had been scribbled on by others. All this corruption amounts to a 

pervasive condition of the human nature which theologians have called “depravity.” This doesn’t mean 

that we are as nasty as we could possibly be (you don’t always choose the worst possible alternative). But 

it does mean that sin affects every part of who we are. Sin goes so deep that we call it indwelling sin, 
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which means sin is something that affects how we think, what we love, and why we do what we do. And 

sin doesn’t just affect non-Christians. Sin continues to affect followers of Jesus such that we never 

reach a “safe point” (in this life) where we don’t have to worry about sin anymore. That’s why genuine 

relationships with others—what we strive for in community groups—is so vital. We need the wisdom of 

other believers, with whom we can confess sins and receive prayer and accountability for our struggles. 

As is probably clear by this point, God takes sin seriously. Or as we said in the last section, sin grieves 

God, offends God, and betrays God, but not because God is touchy. God hates sin because sin breaks the 

peace, both between the sinner and God and also between all who are affected. Sin interferes with the 

way God wants things to be. That is why he has laws against it. God is for the thriving of his creation, and 

therefore against sin. But there are wrong ways to take sin seriously, as many people are often tempted 

to do. For example, some people have thought that taking sin seriously means openly mocking people 

who are struggling with various temptations. Others have thought that taking sin seriously means trying 

very hard to keep certain rules in an effort to earn more of God’s love by sinning less often or less 

severely. Both of these miss what it means to take sin seriously. Taking sin seriously, as God does, means 

that we recognize its ultimate source and its true correction. First, the ultimate source of sin is the heart, 

which has been so thoroughly polluted by evil that it often feels “natural” to do what God says is sinful. 

Once Jesus was asked about what “defiles” or corrupts a person. Many people then, just as now, thought 

it was what you did that made you corrupt. In other words, you became sinful if you sinned. Jesus replied, 

‘It’s not what goes into a person that defiles them, but what comes out. What comes out of a person flows 

from their heart, you see, and that’s what really defiles you’ (cf. Matt. 15:10-20). Jesus wasn’t saying 

anything new. God had already told his people the same thing in other places: “Above all else, guard your 

heart, for everything you do flows from it” (Prov. 4:23). Since sin is ultimately a problem of the heart, all 

the preaching, teaching, counseling, and advice in our church must address the heart. Helpful tips and 

changes in circumstances will never touch the root of our deepest problem. That’s why we shouldn’t 

expect for anyone’s life to improve in lasting ways where there is no heart change that is brought about by 

repentance from sin and trust in Jesus. 

What is God doing about sin and evil? 
 

THE PLAN OF GOD 

We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty sinners 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and chose them. 

We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that he will one 

day glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores all 

people to repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained 

Christ to be their Redeemer. (cf. Eph. 1:3-14, Rom. 8:19-30, Acts 17:24-31) 
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God does not leave us in the mess we have made. Though we deserve to be separated from him forever 

because of our sins against him, he has taken it upon himself to set right all that we have put wrong. In 

other words, God’s plan is to restore everything that has been broken, corrupted, or negatively affected in 

any way by sin and evil. As J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of The Lord of the Rings has said, God will make 

‘everything sad come untrue.’ To do this God must deal with the source of all the sin and evil: you and me. 

So God decided to rescue a people for himself to love him with all their hearts, souls, and minds. Thus 

God’s plan is about much more than taking random individuals to heaven; it’s about creating a new 

people who will know him and enjoy him forever (Titus 2:14). Each person who is rescued by God is 

called to take part in his plan to see the world treasure him above all else. In this way “the earth will be 

filled with knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the seas” (Hab. 2:13), which means the 

world will become a place where everything reflects the goodness and wisdom and power of God in every 

way imaginable. Just as everything good began with God, it continues because of God and comes back to 

him like endless waves of credit and honor and glory, all returning to their original source in him.  

THE GOSPEL 

We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. Utter folly to the 

world, it is the power of God to those who are being saved. This good news is Christological, centering 

on the cross and resurrection (the gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the 

authentic Christ has not been proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central (the message is 

that Christ died for our sins... and was raised"). This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection 

are according to the Scriptures); it is theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to 

God), historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and 

we are to be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and transmitted by 

the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely personal (where it is received, 

believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved). (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-26) 

The gospel is the “good news” of the plan of God, especially as it relates to how God is accomplishing his 

plan through the work of Jesus. Thus we find the gospel not in a few random verses scattered throughout 

the Bible, but from “cover to cover” in that the entire Bible points us to he good news about Jesus. That’s 

why every message or sermon in our church is Jesus-centered, because the gospel itself is Jesus-

centered. In other words, we are always seeking to apply the unchanging message of who Jesus is and 

what he has done to ever-changing cultural contexts. If this sounds boring, it’s probably because we think 

of the gospel as simply you believe in order to become a Christian, instead of thinking of the gospel as the 

message that drives your entire life as a Christian. To put it another way, the gospel is not the “ABC’s” of 

the Christian life but the “A to Z” of the Christian life. In this way maturing in Christ does not mean we 

‘get past’ the gospel; it means we get deeper into the gospel and its implications for our lives. 
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At the risk of stating the obvious, the gospel is a message. It is good news about Jesus and what he has 

done. Yet we must never confuse the gospel with the results of believing the gospel. For example, loving 

God with our heart, soul, and mind is a result of believing the gospel, but it is not the gospel. (A message 

that says, “God accepts you if you love him with all your being” isn’t good news, since none of us can do 

that!) But once we understand that the gospel is a message about Jesus and what he has done—not a 

message about what we must do—then everything else falls into place. We see that obeying God is the 

proper response to the gospel, but not the message of the gospel. This also helps us to remember why 

we need to serve others and talk about Jesus. Serving others is a sign you’ve been changed by the gospel, 

but it’s not the gospel. Words are needed to explain who Jesus is and what he has done. 

As we have seen, the gospel is not merely the message that Jesus died to take people with him to heaven. 

It is the good news that Jesus came to create a people for himself who live and serve and love as active 

members of his eternal kingdom. We could rephrase this by saying that the ultimate goal of God is not to 

populate heaven with people from earth but to populate earth with the life of heaven. That’s why the Bible 

ends with all of the redeemed living on the New Earth (cf. Revelation 21). This means that acts of service 

are not simply done in order to win a hearing for a message about how to get “saved.” Rather, service 

ministries (like Serve RVA) are a visible demonstration of what God is doing in the world and how he is 

accomplishing it. At the end of the age Jesus will say from his throne, “Behold, I am making all things 

new.” His work to make all things new is part of the “good news” (gospel), for it is a message about what 

God is doing in the world to deal with all of the sin, evil, and brokenness. For these reasons our church 

will always strive to love and serve our city as a “foretaste” of what all of eternity will look like, when the 

fullness of Jesus’ redeeming reign has been brought to fruition. 

THE REDEMPTION OF CHRIST 

We believe that, moved by love and in obedience to his Father, the eternal Son took on humanity: the 

Word became flesh, fully God and fully human being, one Person in two natures. The man Jesus, the 

promised Messiah of Israel, was conceived through the miraculous agency of the Holy Spirit, and was 

born of the virgin Mary. He perfectly obeyed his heavenly Father, lived a sinless life, performed 

miraculous signs, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead on the third day, and 

ascended into heaven. As the mediatorial King, Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father, 

exercising in heaven and on earth all of God’s sovereignty, and is our High Priest and righteous 

Advocate. We believe that by his incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus Christ 

acted as our representative and substitute. He did this so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God: on the cross he canceled sin, propitiated God, and, by bearing the full penalty of 

our sins, reconciled to God all those who believe. By his resurrection Christ Jesus was vindicated by 

his Father, broke the power of death and defeated Satan who once had power over it, and brought 
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everlasting life to all his people; by his ascension he has been forever exalted as Lord and has 

prepared a place for us to be with him. We believe that salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 

other name given under heaven by which we must be saved. Because God chose the lowly things of 

this world, the despised things, the things that are not, to nullify the things that are, no human being 

can ever boast before him—Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 

righteousness, holiness, and redemption. (cf. John 1:1-18, Acts 4:12, 1 John 2:1-2, 1 Pet. 2:24, 2 Cor. 

5:14-21, Heb. 4:14-16, Is. 7:14, Gal. 4:4-7, Col. 3:1-3, Eph. 2:1-22, 1 Pet. 3:18, Col. 2:13-15) 

The story of Jesus’ life is the story of redemption. He is the one through whom and for whom all things 

were made (Col. 1:16), which is why he took it upon himself to reclaim what was lost through sin. Jesus is 

called the “Word of God,” or the “Word-made-flesh” (John 1:14) because he communicates who God is 

and what he is doing in the world (Heb. 1:1-3). Jesus is the only sinless human being. We call him our 

‘High Priest,’ for he knows what it is like to endure the same temptations that we do yet without sinning. 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed One through whom all of God’s saving acts are accomplished. He is 

the Redeemer who “buys us back” from death, not with money but with his own death, offered in payment 

for ours. Jesus is our Advocate, pleading our case with the Father, counting his life in place of ours. He is 

the Resurrection and the Life, the one who rose triumphant from the dead and with the same power will 

raise to life all who trust in him. Jesus is the King, the one whose glorious victory over sin and evil is more 

certain than the sunrise. That’s why our church will always be all about Jesus. 

Summary 
The first humans spoiled the original harmony of creation by turning their backs on God and rebelling 

against him. From that time until today, all manner of evils have come about. Sin is evil we are 

responsible for, and it is all around us and within us. That’s why we can never reach a point where we 

don’t have to look out for sin and temptation. But God doesn’t leave us in this mess. As a plan for the 

fullness of time, he sent Jesus to redeem all things, starting with the hearts and minds of his people. This 

is called “the gospel,” which is the good news of who God is and what he is doing in the world through 

Jesus. Mature Christians never move beyond the gospel; they just move deeper into the gospel, which 

results in an increase of trusting Jesus, turning from sin, loving God and serving others. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

1. Go back over this section and highlight or underline the phrases in bold. What do they teach us 

about sin? What do they teach about the gospel and its power to change the world? 
 

2. Is there anything in this section that was confusing to you? If so, be sure to ask your community 

group leader for further clarification. 
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Section 4 
Redemption: Rescued by God  
 
Jesus wins the battle against sin that we were both unable and unwilling to fight. His victory 
extends to all who trust in him, reconciling them to God and making them new by the Spirit. 

How are we reconciled to God? 
 

THE JUSTIFICATION OF SINNERS 

We believe that Christ, by his obedience and death, fully discharged the debt of all those who are 

justified. By his sacrifice, he bore in our stead the punishment due us for our sins, making a proper, 

real, and full satisfaction to God’s justice on our behalf. By his perfect obedience he has satisfied the 

just demands of God on our behalf, since by faith alone that perfect obedience is credited to all who 

trust in Christ alone for their acceptance with God. Inasmuch as Christ was given by the Father for us, 

and his obedience and punishment were accepted in place of our own, freely and not for anything in us, 

this justification is solely of free grace, in order that both the exact justice and the rich grace of God 

might be glorified in the justification of sinners. We believe that a zeal for personal and public 

obedience flows from this free justification.” (cf. Rom. 3:21-31; 5:1-11, Eph. 2:8-10, Col. 2:13-15, Jn. 

14:15, Gal. 2:20-21) 

Justification is the word used in the Bible to describe what happens when we are made right with God. It’s 

when God declares us to be “righteous” (or “justified”), and it signifies that we’ve been reconciled to him. 

But how does this happen? It comes on the basis of Jesus’ faithfulness to God and is applied to us on the 

basis of our trust in him. In this way, justification is free (it’s not earned by our effort), but not automatic 

(no one is justified without faith). Since justification is free we should talk about Jesus with humility, and 

since justification is not automatic, we should talk with others about Jesus often. That is to say, we 

should talk about Jesus without self-righteousness, since we haven’t done anything to contribute to our 

reconciliation to God, and we should talk about Jesus often because faith comes through hearing the 

gospel (Rom. 10:17). Neighbors, friends, and family who aren’t following Jesus still remain under the just 

judgment of God for their sin and rebellion against him. Therefore, one clear mark that you understand 

the grace that you have been shown is that you are humble and you want others to know about Jesus, too. 

Sometimes you hear people say that their sins are forgiven because they “believe in Jesus.” But even the 

demons of hell believe all the right facts about who Jesus is and what he has done (Jas 2:19). In contrast 

the Bible says that genuine, justifying faith is demonstrated by love for God and glad-hearted obedience 

to him (John 14:15). Our obedience and our love for God aren’t what make us right with him, but they are 
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the evidence that we have already been justified. So what should we think about someone who claims to 

be a ‘forgiven believer in Jesus’ but who isn’t actively trying to follow him? God says that such people are 

giving no evidence that they ever were made right with God (John 2:19). This is why the Bible focuses on 

following Jesus in the present—not on some decision you made in the past. For apart from following 

Jesus, we have no grounds for assuming that someone is justified (Jas 2:14-17). 

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We believe that this salvation, attested in all Scripture and secured by Jesus Christ, is applied to his 

people by the Holy Spirit. Sent by the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and, as the Paraclete, who is our comforter and counselor, is present with and in believers. He 

convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and by his powerful and mysterious work 

regenerates spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and faith, baptizing them into 

union with the Lord Jesus, such that they are justified before God by grace alone through faith alone in 

Jesus Christ alone. By the Spirit’s agency, believers are renewed, sanctified, and adopted into God’s 

family; they participate in the divine nature and receive his sovereignly distributed gifts. The Holy Spirit 

is himself the down payment of the promised inheritance and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, 

equips, revives, and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. (cf. Jn. 14:15-21,16:5-15, 

Rom. 8:1-17, Gal. 5:16-26, Eph. 1:13-14, Job 32:8-9) 

According to Jesus, one of the Holy Spirit’s main “jobs” is to point to him (John 16:13-15) and to remind us 

of what Jesus did and taught (John 14:26). This is an important teaching because sometimes people say 

the Spirit of God is “guiding” them or “leading” them to do or say certain things, even when these things 

are the opposite of what God actually says in his Word. And since God neither lies (Titus 1:2) nor 

contradicts himself (2 Tim. 2:13), these people are wrong. More than that, they are likely to be in serious 

danger, since they have convinced themselves that God is telling them to do things that oppose what he 

says is truly good. So how can you know if you are being led by the Spirit or by something else (e.g., 

misguided feelings or self-deceiving thoughts)? Does God prohibit this action, thought, or feeling in his 

Word? Does it make sense in view of who God is and what he’s doing in the world? Is it unwise for any 

reason? Does it glorify Jesus and promote the wellbeing of those God has placed around you? Now don’t 

just ask yourself these questions, ask other wise believers for their wisdom (Prov. 15:22). Not every 

thought or feeling is good and wise, but the genuine leading of the Spirit always results in Jesus’ glory 

and our good. So if a decision we make while claiming to be led by the Spirit does not result in Jesus’ 

glory and our good, we must humbly admit our error and work to make the situation right. 

Another major aspect of the Spirit’s work is the renewal of a believer’s life. In redemption God not only 

forgives our sins (which happens at justification), he also frees us from our sins by giving us new hearts 

through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:3-7). This is important because, you cannot 
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“test” or “see” whether or not you have been forgiven, but you can “test” or “see” whether or not your life 

is producing results that should be expected from followers of Jesus (2 Cor. 13:5). To say it quite clearly, 

there is no such thing as forgiven sinner who does not also have a new heart. God says that the evidence 

of a new heart is seen in how we live. This evidence is actually the “fruit” of the Holy Spirit’s work in our 

lives to make us more like Jesus (Gal. 5:16-24). Several times in the New Testament we see people who 

were claiming to be something that their actions indicated they weren’t. For both the health of the church 

and of their souls, God gave us severe instructions to address such people directly (Matt. 18:15-17), to 

warn them about their sin (Titus 3:10-11), and eventually to remove them from our midst if they continue 

in rebellion (1 Cor. 5:1-5). God never asks us to do this with those who know they aren’t following Jesus, 

only with members who aren’t following Jesus despite their call to do so. 

What are we redeemed into? 
 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

We believe that God’s new covenant people have already come to the heavenly Jerusalem; they are 

already seated with Christ in the heavens. This universal church is manifest in local churches of which 

Christ is the only Head; thus each local church is, in fact, the church, the household of God, the 

assembly of the living God, and the pillar and foundation of the truth. The church is the body of Christ, 

the apple of his eye, graven on his hands, and he has pledged himself to her forever. The church is 

distinguished by her gospel message, her sacred ordinances, her discipline, her great mission, and, 

above all, by her love for God, and by her members’ love for one another and for the world. Crucially, 

this gospel we cherish has both personal and corporate dimensions, neither of which may properly be 

overlooked. Christ Jesus is our peace: he has not only brought about peace with God, but also peace 

between alienated peoples. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity, thus making 

peace, and in one body to reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross, by which he put to 

death their hostility. The church serves as a sign of God’s future new world when its members live for 

the service of one another and their neighbors, rather than for self-focus. The church is the corporate 

dwelling place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness to God in the world. (cf. Matt. 22:36-40, Jn. 

13:35, 1 Cor. 12:5-7, 12-13, Rev. 21:1-4, Col. 3:1-3, Eph. 2:11-22, 1 Pet. 1:3-8, 2:9-10, 2 Cor. 5:14-21) 

It has become something of a cliché to say the love of Jesus is so great that if you were the only person in 

the world he would have died for you anyway. While there are certainly no limits to the sacrificial love of 

Christ, the Bible almost never talks about his redeeming work in such strongly individualistic terms. On 

the contrary, it says Jesus died for the church (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27). And Jesus died not only for the 

church but also to create the church (Eph. 2:11-22; Titus 2:14). His death literally abolished every self-

righteous reason for separation and alienation so that people might come to share the same Lord, the 

same Savior, the same hope, and the same calling in the gospel. In other words, humans were not only 
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created for community, we’ve also been redeemed for this purpose. But why? What’s the big deal about 

community? If you misunderstand the nature and purpose of the church, it would be very easy to 

misunderstand the significance God places on communities formed around the gospel. The truth is that 

the purpose of church isn’t fundamentally about learning God’s Word or singing worship songs together. 

Rather, a church is a community of people who may be different from each other in many respects but 

who live together in unity and love because they have Christ in common. This means that being actively 

involved in a church isn’t really an optional part of the Christian life; it is central to how God intends to 

display the wisdom and power of the gospel. Now, to be a part of this kind of community is messy. It’s 

vulnerable. It’s not easy to love people who are different from you. But that’s the whole point. Christ’s 

love is different from the world’s kind of love.  As Jesus said: “If you love only those who love you, what 

reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” (Matt. 5:46)  

Summary 
To be rescued by God is to be made right with him, which means we are justified and our sins are 

forgiven. The best evidence that we understand this grace we’ve been shown is humility in our lives and 

boldness in our witness for Jesus. The Spirit of God points us to Jesus as we follow him, working in our 

hearts to enable us to love God and serve others. The church, with this kind of radical love in spite of our 

differences and our sins against each other, is the clearest expression of the gospel. That’s why a rogue 

member who claims to be a follower of Jesus is challenged, both for God’s glory and their good. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:  

1. Go back over this section and highlight or underline the phrases in bold. What do they teach us 

about the many changes we should expect in our lives when we trust Jesus and follow him? 
 

2. Is there anything in this section that was confusing to you? If so, be sure to ask your community 

group leader for further clarification. 
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Section 5 
Renewal: On Mission with God  
 
God says he rescues us for his glory (1 Jn 2:12), not to snatch us away from the world, but to turn 
his community of redeemed men and women into a sign and a foretaste of the world’s renewal. 

What does God’s new community look like? 
 

THE SACRAMENTS: BAPTISM AND COMMUNION 

We believe that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are ordained by the Lord Jesus himself. The former is 

connected with entrance into the new covenant community, the latter with ongoing covenant renewal. 

Together they are simultaneously God’s pledge and grace to us, divinely ordained as reflections upon 

grace, carried out as our public vows of submission to the once crucified and now resurrected Christ, 

and anticipations of his return and consummation of all things. (cf. Lk. 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Matt. 

28:19, 1 Pet. 3:21-22) 

Every community or society is “marked” by certain distinctions that set it apart from other groups. For 

example, citizens of England are taught to speak English, since it’s the national language where they live. 

Speaking English does not, by itself, make you an English citizen—we speak it too—but it is a common 

“mark” of all those who live there. The same is true of the church, which is a gospel community (or, to put 

it differently, “a community of those who believe the gospel”). There are many things that should set the 

church apart from other institutions in the world, but Jesus gave two special acts to serve as “marks” for 

communities of his followers. The first of these is baptism. Baptism is an outward sign (or symbol) of an 

inward reality. When we come to trust that Jesus is our Redeeming King, we are forgiven of our sins and 

justified by the righteousness of Jesus. All of this happens by the grace of God, and it happens instantly. 

Forgiveness and justification, however, are invisible. There is no way to “tell” whether or not someone 

has been forgiven. That’s why Jesus calls his followers to publicly identity with his saving work through 

the act of baptism. Some churches call baptism an ordinance (which means “decree”), and others call it a 

“sacrament” (which means a sacred ceremony or rite). In truth, it’s both. On the one hand, baptism is not 

optional, since Jesus commanded his followers to be baptized (Matt. 28:18-20). On the other hand, 

baptism doesn’t make you a Christian any more than speaking English makes you an English citizen. 

Therefore, everyone seeking membership in our church must be baptized. Not because this makes you 

something you aren’t already, but because you already confess that Jesus is your Savior and Lord. In this 

way, baptism publicly marks you as a follower of Jesus. Unfortunately, many people are confused about 

this, wrongly believing that the act of baptism turns you into a follower of Jesus. This is especially easy 

for children to misunderstand, which is why our church takes certain precautions with children who are 
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considering baptism. While it is wise to have young children wait to be baptized, developmental 

differences between children make it hard to set a universal age limit for baptism. For this reason, we 

require children (under 18) who seek baptism to meet with their parents and one of the pastors. Like all 

believers, the child will need to demonstrate an understanding of the gospel and of baptism’s symbolic 

connection to Jesus’ work on their behalf before receiving baptism as an affirmation of their faith. 

One final point about baptism: We realize many people come from a church background where they may 

have been baptized as an infant. Some of these churches do so because they believe that the children of 

adult believers should be “marked” as members of the gospel community, too. In light of the fact that all 

the clear instances of baptism in the New Testament are adults, and in light of the fact that infants are 

unable to possess the faith that baptism is supposed to symbolize, our church does not baptize infants. At 

the same time, we recognize that a majority of church traditions in the world have practiced baptism this 

way for centuries. This puts our viewpoint in the minority, which always gives us cause for humility. For 

this reason, we allow for persons to become members who believe their baptism as an infant fulfills the 

commands given to the church in the New Testament. Sincerely believing that they have obeyed Jesus’ 

command, they will not be excluded from membership. However, we will explain to such persons that we 

don’t hold that view, that we think such a view is a deficient depiction of the meaning of baptism, and that 

we think they should be baptized as an adult in keeping with all clear examples in the New Testament. 

Note: This exception does not apply to anyone who, whether as an infant or as an adult, was baptized in a 

tradition that wrongly teaches that baptism makes you right with God or earns his saving grace, for such 

an understanding is deeply confused about what is meant by the offer of God’s free grace to us in Christ. 

Communion, which is also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the other ordinance/sacrament. It 

is a special mark for the church that symbolizes Jesus’ body, which was broken for us, and his blood, 

which was shed for our sins. Thus, God uses communion to impress upon our hearts the reality of our 

sin and the certainty of Jesus’ redemption. For this reason, we celebrate communion every Sunday. Like 

baptism, taking communion does not turn you into a follower of Jesus. Instead, communion is meant to 

enrich the faith of those who are already trust in Jesus. This means that it’s only open for followers of 

Jesus who have either been baptized or are seeking to be baptized at the next available opportunity. 

How does God’s new community live? 
 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God through union with Christ by faith and 

through regeneration by the Holy Spirit enter the kingdom of God and delight in the blessings of the 

new covenant: the forgiveness of sins, the inward transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, 

trust, and obey God, and the prospect of the glory yet to be revealed. Good works constitute indispens-
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able evidence of saving grace. Living as salt in a world that is decaying and light in a world that is dark, 

believers should neither withdraw into seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it: 

rather, we are to do good to the city, for all the glory and honor of the nations is to be offered up to the 

living God. Recognizing whose created order this is, and because we are citizens of God’s kingdom, we 

are to love our neighbors as ourselves, doing good to all, especially to those who belong to the 

household of God. The kingdom of God, already present but not fully realized, is the exercise of God’s 

sovereignty in the world toward the eventual redemption of all creation. The kingdom of God is an 

invasive power that plunders Satan’s dark kingdom and regenerates and renovates through repent-

ance and faith the lives of individuals rescued from that kingdom. It therefore inevitably establishes a 

new community of human life together under God. (cf. Jas. 2:14-26, Heb. 3:14, John 2:3-4, 17:6-19, Gal. 

5:14, 6:10, Matt. 5:13-16, 22:36-40 Rom. 11:36) 

When Jesus began his public ministry, the first and most frequent thing he talked about was the arrival of 

the kingdom of God (cf. Mark 1:14-15; Matt. 4:17). The kingdom of God was so central to what Jesus came 

to do that he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God… because that is why I was 

sent” (Luke 4:43, emphasis added). The ‘kingdom of God’ refers to his redeeming reign (rule), which he 

carries out through Jesus, the Anointed One. In other words, it describes how God uses his authority and 

power to bring about the renewal of the world, starting with the hearts of his people. The kingdom of God 

is not something “far away” in the future; it is a present reality that is breaking into the life of this world 

as people submit to Jesus as their Redeeming King (Luke 17:21). So when Jesus taught us to pray that 

God’s kingdom would come, he did not mean that it wasn’t here yet. He meant that it would come 

increasingly into the world causing the will of God to be done “on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). 

Therefore, the church is called to be a demonstration of the redeeming reign of Jesus. For this reason 

we do not withdraw from the outside world, since we are called to bear witness to Jesus in the world, and 

to show how the gospel transforms every area of day-to-day life (John 17:15-18). This is why our church 

doesn’t sponsor things like Christian coffee shops, Christian basketball camps, etc. We have not been 

called to seclude ourselves from the rest of the world. Similarly our church building is not a fortress for 

Christians to hide in; it is a training ground for Jesus’ followers who go out and live in the world as he did. 

But neither are we called to engage the world as if people were enemies to be conquered. Loud speakers, 

picket signs, and angry political speeches are not how the world will be convinced that Jesus is the King 

and that his kingdom offers an entirely new way of life. Instead, Jesus says, we will be known by our good 

deeds (Matt. 5:16), especially our love for one another (John 13:35). An opposite, but equally dangerous 

error is to think of the church and the world as ‘best friends.’ Just as Jesus’ own life showed, there is 

much that is wrong in the world that needs to be challenged or outright changed. In fact, a church that 

looks exactly like the rest of the world has probably lost everything about them that once pointed to 

Jesus. They are, regardless of their name, thoroughly un-Christian. 
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But what is the way forward? What does it look like to be “salt and light” in the world, as Jesus said we 

are? (Matt. 5:13-16) The answer is “faithful presence.” Faithful presence means living in every sphere of 

life as a committed citizen of Jesus’ kingdom. In other words, you become this kind of person at work, at 

home, in the marketplace, and so on. Imagine shopping like Jesus was the King of an eternal kingdom, 

instead of shopping like you are a king in the world of fashion. Or imagine showing up to work early, 

staying late, and serving others selflessly all day—without grumbling or complaining (Phil. 2:14). Imagine 

seeing your secular job not as just a paycheck, but as a valuable way of contributing to the various needs 

of the world. Imagine seeing politics not as just a way to vote for your favorite “values” or to “stem the 

cultural tide,” but as a way to bring about positive—albeit limited—good in society. All of these things are 

characteristic of someone who knows that Jesus is the King and lives for him wherever they are. The 

Scriptures say that this kind of living, this kind of faithful presence of the gospel, is one of the clearest 

signs that we truly delight in who Jesus is (the Lord of the world and the Rescuer of sinners), and that we 

long for others to know him, too. Jesus says of this kind of life, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS 

 We believe in the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ with his holy angels, 

when he will exercise his role as final Judge, and his kingdom will be consummated. We believe in the 

bodily resurrection of both the just and the unjust—the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious 

punishment in hell, as our Lord himself taught, and the just to eternal blessedness in the presence of 

him who sits on the throne and of the Lamb, in the new heaven and the new earth, the home of 

righteousness. On that day the church will be presented faultless before God by the obedience, 

suffering and triumph of Christ, all sin purged and its wretched effects forever banished. God will be 

all in all and his people will be enthralled by the immediacy of his ineffable holiness, and everything 

will be to the praise of his glorious grace. (cf. Titus 2:13, Jn. 5:24-30, Acts 1:1-3, 11, 1 Cor. 15:12-58, 

Matt. 5:29-30, 8:11-12, 10:28, 13:41-43, 24:50-51, Luke 16:19-31, Rev. 5:11-14, 20:7-15) 

Many people will be quite surprised at Jesus’ return to discover that heaven and earth will coexist in the 

same place: on Earth! It’s not the old Earth with its bondage to corruption and sin and death, but the New 

Earth, fully restored by the transforming power of God. In Revelation 21 John describes heaven coming 

down to earth, as Jesus sits on his throne and victoriously declares that he is making all things new. So 

that is what God is doing in the world. He is making all things new, especially us, so that his creation will 

thrive under the co-regency of Jesus and his ransomed people (cf. Revelation 5:8-10). Recall that in the 

beginning God created us to be his stewards of all that he has made. A “steward” is one who manages 

and protects the possession of another. Following after the earth’s first steward, Adam, everyone one of 

us is rebellious by nature and by choice. So instead of being servants of the King, as we were created to 

be, we are hardhearted toward God, foolishly resisting his wise and loving rule in virtually every sphere of 
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life. But God is not in the habit of abandoning things. He has no intentions of scrapping his creation to 

start over again. No, with limitless grace and unstoppable power God has made known his rightful claim 

to creation as its maker and ruler. This was the point of Jesus’ resurrection. It marked the beginning of 

God’s new world in which he is righting all wrongs and suffocating every cause of evil. This means Jesus 

didn’t rescue us to snatch us away from the earth to heaven. Rather, Jesus rescues us so we can resume 

the purpose for which we have been created: stewarding all that God made for his glory and for our good. 

That’s where the church’s work of renewal comes in. We have been rescued to take part in what God is 

doing in the world. We can never renew the world on our own strength, and it’s far-fetched to expect the 

whole world to be renewed before Jesus’ return—but this doesn’t mean we shouldn’t work in the same 

direction until then. Let’s be clear about two things: First, God builds his kingdom; God renews his world. 

But God has ordered his creation so that much of his work within the world takes place through the 

human beings who reflect his image. God intends for his wise, creative, loving presence and power to be 

reflected (“imaged”) into his world through his human creatures. And, following the disaster of sin and 

the fall, God has built into the gospel message the fact that through the work of Jesus and the power of 

the Spirit, he equips humans to help in the work of putting things right. Second, we need to distinguish 

between the final renewal and the present anticipations of it. As one scholar puts it, “The final coming 

together of heaven and earth is God’s supreme act of new creation. God alone will sum up all things in 

Christ, things in heaven and things on earth (Eph. 1:10). He alone will make the ‘new heavens and new 

earth.’ It would be the height of folly to think that we could assist in that great work. But what we can and 

must do in the present, if we are obedient to the gospel, if we are following Jesus, and if we are indwelt, 

energized, and directed by the Spirit, is to engage in acts of renewal. As Paul says in 1 Cor. 15:58, what 

you do in the Lord is not in vain. You are not oiling the wheels of a machine that’s shortly going to be 

thrown on the fire. You are not planting roses in a garden that’s about to be dug up for a building site. You 

are accomplishing something that will become in due course part of God’s new world. Every act of love, 

gratitude, and kindness; every work of art or music inspired by the love of God and delight in the beauty of 

his creation; every minute spent teaching a severely handicapped child to read or to walk; every act of 

care and nurture, of comfort and support, for one’s fellow human beings; and of course every prayer, 

Spirit-led teaching, every deed that spreads the gospel, builds up the church, embraces and embodies 

holiness rather than corruption, and makes the name of Jesus honored in the world—all of this will find 

its way, through the resurrecting power of God, into the new creation that God will one day make. That is 

the logic of the mission of God” (N. T. Wright, Surprised by Hope, 209). 

Of course, we must also never lose sight of the reason why the world needs renewal in the first place: 

bondage to sin and death. Human hearts—yours and mine—are the greatest hindrances to renewal in the 

world. That’s why the gospel starts with us. Jesus came to rescue a people who, transformed by the 
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power of his grace, would become eager to do what is good (Titus 2:14). Apart from the gospel, no work 

for renewal will ever result in lasting change. This is why humanity’s need to be reconciled to God is 

indispensible. Only in Christ do we become “ministers of reconciliation” in the world (2 Cor. 5:16-21).  

Sometimes this approach is described as “missional,” which simply means being “on mission” with God. 

To be a “missional” church means we understand what God is doing in the world (renewing all things) and 

how God is doing it (transforming people through the gospel). A missional approach should make us a 

humble and inviting community who is committed to God’s plan to redeem a new people for himself, 

while at the same time being conscious of the doubts, questions, and hesitations that someone outside 

our community may have. Furthermore, to be missional we must grasp that the church is central to what 

God is doing in the world. God seeks to renew his creation so that his beauty, power, goodness and 

wisdom will shine clearly for all to see. We believe that “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 

glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:13; Isa. 11:9)—but how will this happen? The 

apostle Paul says it’s through the church that the purpose of God is accomplished (Eph. 3:7-12). God has 

chosen to use communities of redeemed people as both an example of the transforming power of his 

glory and the means by which others come to see God as glorious. Think about it: Jesus’ work on our 

behalf completely abolishes every self-righteous reason for separation and alienation so that otherwise 

diverse and disconnected people come to share the same Lord, the same Savior, the same hope, and the 

same desire to live on mission with God as they treasure him above all. 

Summary 
Jesus has given the church clear marks or signs to set us apart as a community of people who have been 

redeemed by him. Chief among these are baptism, which symbolizes our entrance into Jesus’ new 

community, and communion, which symbolizes the sacrifice of Jesus that reconciles us to God. We are 

also citizens of Jesus’ kingdom, which means we have been called to live like his subjects in every sphere 

of life. As we do so, we testify to Jesus’ redeeming reign that is at work in the world to make all things 

new. By God’s design the church is a vital part of this renewal, proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ 

renewing work with our words and anticipating conclusion of his renewing work with our actions. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:  

1. Go back over this section and highlight or underline the phrases in bold. What do they teach us 

about what God is doing in the world and how the church has been called to take part in it? 
 

2. Is there anything in this section that was confusing to you? If so, be sure to ask your community 

group leader for further clarification. 
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Section 6 
Church Membership Covenant 
 
A “covenant” is a special kind of promise in the Bible. The confirmation of a covenant means that 
all parties commit to keep the promises they make to each other (Ezek. 36:22; Ps. 76:11; Hos. 
2:19-20; 2 Tim. 2:13). Although our church covenant outlines the relationship between members, 
it is above all a promise made to God as a commitment to his bride, the church (Eph. 5:25). 

Why do we have a covenant? 

As Christians, we are members of God’s household (Eph. 2:19), called by him to participate and minister 

in a particular place within the body of Christ. A healthy body requires that each member do its part (Eph. 

4:16). A healthy church requires the same: members who are sacrificially committed and well-equipped 

to do the works of service that God has prepared in advance for us to do (Eph. 2:10; 4:12). Therefore, 

Remnant Church holds its members in high regard, expecting them to lead as missionaries of the gospel 

to our culture. For God has providentially placed us in this city, among these people, in this century, so 

that we might know him and make him known (Acts 17:26-27). 

Or as the Scriptures say, 

“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…”  (Romans 12:3-8) 

Being a member of Remnant Church is truly about being part of a family. All members of our church are 

disciples of Jesus united by their new identity in Christ. This unity is expressed in the way they collaborate 

in loving God, loving fellow Christians, and loving non-Christians. Members who enter into a covenant 

with our church are called to a high degree of responsibility and service. At the same time the pastors in 

the church also agree by covenant to assist members by loving and leading them, by providing counsel 

and aid, and by praying for, teaching, and guiding God’s people with grace and truth. 

Or as the Scriptures say, 

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality 

to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God’s varied grace…”  (1 Peter 4:8-10) 
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Remnant Church Membership Covenant 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   

I am a Christian saved solely by the grace of God from His righteous judgment against sin by faith in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, through his death and resurrection, by which I am assured of 

eternal life (John 3:16-18; Rom. 3:23-26; Eph. 2:8-10).  

I believe Jesus Christ is exactly who he claimed to be as revealed in the Scriptures (Isa. 5:6; Matt. 

26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:70; John 4:25-26; 6:29; 8:58; 11:25-27; 14:6-7; 15:5).  

I continually repent of my sins, having been made a new creation in Christ (1 John 1:9; 2 Cor. 5:17). 

In obedience to Scripture, I have been baptized as a public identification with the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus in demonstration of my commitment as His disciple (Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

I believe Jesus Christ is exactly who he claimed to be as revealed in the Scriptures (Isa. 5:6; Matt. 

26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:70; John 4:25-26; 6:29; 8:58; 11:25-27; 14:6-7; 15:5).  

I continually repent of my sins, by the grace of God and the help of the Holy Spirit, having been made a 

new creation in Christ (1 John 1:9; 2 Cor. 5:17; Phil. 2:12-13). 

In obedience to God’s Word, I have been baptized as a public identification with the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus in demonstration of my commitment as His disciple (Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

STATEMENT OF BELIEFS   

I agree with the core beliefs of Remnant Church, which are founded upon historic confessions of the 

church (e.g., the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed), are further expressed in their Doctrinal 

Statement and Membership Reading Packet, and which are communicated and specified via various 

channels such as sermons, published materials, and other writings distributed by Remnant Church. 

I understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to preserve unity 

and peace; I will adhere to Remnant Church’s position on primary theological issues, and I will not be 

divisive over secondary issues, such as aesthetics, worship style, etc. (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 13:7, 17). 

I agree that the Scriptures are the ultimate doctrinal authority on all matters, and I joyfully submit to 

its teachings in all matters of faith and practice, both for personal life and the corporate life of the 

church (Is. 55:11; First Cor. 15:3-4; 2 Tim. 3:15-16; Second Pet. 1:20-21; Heb. 4:12). 
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THE COMMITMENT OF REMNANT CHURCH TO ITS MEMBERS  

We promise in covenant that your elders and deacons will meet the criteria assigned to them in the 

Scriptures (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-22, Titus 1:5-9, 1 Peter 5:1-4). 

We promise in covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our ability as we 

study the Scriptures and follow the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5). 

We promise in covenant to care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Christ, in part by 

equipping you for service (Eph. 4:11-13) and praying for you regularly, particularly in times of distress 

(James 5:14). 

We promise in covenant to provide sound teaching and wise counsel from Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 

Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18). 

We promise in covenant to be on guard against false teachers who subvert the gospel (Acts 20:28-31). 

We promise in covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary and according the guidelines 

given in Scripture (Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; Gal. 6:1). 

We promise in covenant to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church members  (1 

Cor. 11:1, Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12). 

MY COMMITMENT TO REMNANT CHURCH AS A MEMBER  

I have read and understood the Remnant Doctrinal Statement (italicized and indented in this packet), 

and I will not be divisive to its teaching. I also understand the importance of submission to church 

leadership and will be diligent to preserve unity and peace (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 13:7, 17). 

I promise in covenant to submit to the authority of God as revealed in his Scriptures, which are the 

final arbiter given to mankind for all matters of faith and practice (Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

I will seek to maintain a close relationship with Jesus through regular Bible reading, fellowship with 

other Christians, prayer, and practice of spiritual disciplines. This relationship will be evident through 

my participation in weekly worship services, communion, Remnant community, service, and a life that 

glorifies Jesus (Ps. 105:1-2; Ps. 119:97; Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; 2 Peter 1:3). 

I will steward the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, and treasure (Prov. 3:9-10; 

Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:22-26; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-18). This includes financial giving, commitments to serve, 

and active participation in a Community Group with a sacrificial and cheerful heart (Rom. 12:1-8; 

Second Cor. 8-9; 12:7-31; First Peter 4:10-11). 
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I will not function in leadership or as a member in another church family without relinquishing my 

membership through a formal written notice (Heb. 13:17). 

I promise in covenant to submit to discipline by God through his Holy Spirit, to follow biblical 

procedures for church discipline in my relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ, to submit to 

righteous discipline when approached biblically by brothers and sisters in Christ, and to submit to 

discipline by church leadership if the need should ever arise (Ps. 141:5; Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor 5:1-5; 2 

Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1-5; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 1:9; 3:10-11; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 2:5-7, 14-25). 

I agree, by God’s grace, to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus, who has saved me from my 

sin so that I could live a new life (2 Cor. 5:17); I will practice chastity before marriage and fidelity in 

heterosexual marriage by abstaining from practices such as cohabitation, pornography, and 

fornication (Job 31:1; Prov. 5; Rom. 13:12-14; 1 Cor. 6:9-7,16; Heb. 13:4); I will refrain from illegal 

drug use, drunkenness, and other sinful behavior as the Bible, my pastors, and my conscience dictate 

(1 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 5:19-21). Should I sin in such a manner, I agree to confess my sins to Christian 

brothers or sisters and seek help to put my sin to death (Rom. 8:13, Col. 3:5; 1 John 1:6-10). 

MY COMMITMENT TO REMNANT CHURCH AS A MEMBER  

Rooted in Scripture and compelled by our love for Jesus and for the people that he died to save (2 

Cor. 5:14-15), the mission statement of Remnant Church is: 

Remnant Church exists to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ through word and deed by delighting in 

Him and manifesting the kingdom of God in sacrificial love and service for the city.  

I have read the mission statement of Remnant Church and commit to live out this mission as a 

diligent, faithful disciple of Jesus, that my identity would be in him, my worship would be for him, my 

fellowship would be through him, and my interaction with the culture would be for his glory. 

I understand that this covenant obligates me to the members of Remnant and is an acknowledgement 

of my submission to the pastors of the church. I accept the responsibility to meet with the leadership 

of Remnant Church if at any time I am no longer able to commit to this covenant, or if I have any 

questions, comments, or concerns regarding Remnant Church. 


